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one of the first questions people ask about the things they carried is this is it a
novel or a collection of short stories the title page refers to the book simply as a
work of fiction defying the conscientious reader s need to categorize this
masterpiece it is both o collection of interrelated short pieces which ultimately
reads with the dramatic force and tension of a novel yet each one of the twenty two
short pieces is written with such care emotional content and prosaic precision that
it could stand on its own the things they carried depicts the men of alpha company
jimmy cross henry dobbins rat kiley mitchell sonders norman bowker kiowa and of
course the character tim o brien who has survived his tour in vietnam to become a
father and writer ot the age of forty three they battle the enemy or maybe more the
idea of the enemy and occasionally each other in their relationships we see their
isolation and loneliness their rage and fear they miss their families their girlfriends
and buddies they miss the lives they left back home yet they find sympathy and
kindness for strangers the old man who leads them unscathed through the mine
field the girl who grieves while she dances and love for each other because in
vietnam they are the only family they have we hear the voices of the men and build
images upon their dialogue the way they tell stories about others we hear them
telling stories about themselves with the creative verve of the greatest fiction and
the intimacy of a searing autobiography the things they carried is a testament to
the men who risked their lives in america s most controversial war it is also a mirror
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held up to the frailty of humanity ultimately the things they carried and its myriad
protagonists call to order the courage determination and luck we all need to
survive in 1979 tim o brien s going after cacciato a novel about the vietham war won
the national book award in this his second work of fiction about vietnam o brien s
unique artistic vision is again clearly demonstrated neither a novel nor a short story
collection it is an arc of fictional episodes taking place in the childhoods of its
characters in the jungles of vietnam and back home in omerica two decades later

unlock the more straightforward side of the things they carried with this concise
and insightful summary and analysis this engaging summary presents an analysis
of the things they carried by tim o brien a series of interconnected short stories set
during the vietnam war o brien was drafted to fight in vietnam when he was in his
early 20s and he has written extensively about the conflict in both fiction and
nonfiction pieces in the things they carried he tries to make sense of his and his
comrades experiences during the war which have an enduring effect on them and
are never fully understood by those at home as well as the things they carried o
brien is known for his novel going after cacciato and the autobiographical account
if i die in o combat zone box me up and ship me home find out everything you need
to know about the things they carried in a fraction of the time this in depth and
informative reading guide brings you a complete plot summary character studies
key themes and symbols questions for further reflection why choose
brightsummaries com available in print and digital format our publications are
designed to accompany you on your reading journey the clear and concise style
makes for easy understanding providing the perfect opportunity to improve your
literary knowledge in no time see the very best of literature in a whole new light with
brightsummaries com

each of these 22 tales relate the exploits and personalities of a fictional platoon of
american soldiers in vietham

this did not happen is a common refrain throughout the stories in the things they
carried tim o brien s account of the vietnam war purposely blurs the line between
fact and fiction to get closer to the truth of what soldiers actually experienced this
compelling volume explores the life of tim o brien and his attempts to wrestle with
the trouma and shame of war in the things they carried a collection of related
essays explore topics such as the moral complexity of war writing as a path to
spiritual redemption and the novel s portrayal of gender contemporary
perspectives on war such as the need to help soldiers suffering from ptsd and not
repeating the mistakes of viethnam are also presented

the million copy bestseller that redefined the way the world saw war one of the ten
books novels memoirs and one very unusual biography that maoke up our
matchbook classics series a stunningly redesigned collection of some of the best
loved titles on our backlist

so much to read so little time this brief overview of the things they carried tells you
what you need to know before or after you read tim o brien s book crafted and
edited with care worth books set the standard for quality and give you the tools you
need to be a well informed reader this summary of the things they carried by tim o
brien includes historical context story by story summaries character analysis
themes and symbols important quotes supporting material to enhance your
understanding of the source work about the things they carried by tim o brien a
new york times book of the century and pulitzer prize finalist the things they carried
is a modern classic and an essential work of literature about the vietnom war
brilliantly blending fact and fiction autobiograophy and imagination tim o brien
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draws on personal experience to tell the stories of a platoon of american soldiers
sent to fight vietnam as they trek through jungles and across mountains the young
men of alpha company carry radios assault rifles ¢ rations and good luck charms
as well as grief love terror and the shame of cowardice most of all they carry the
dream of escape not yet knowing that the burden of memory will haunt them long
aofter the war is over taught in classrooms all over the world the things they carried
is a groundbreaking work of art that reveals the true nature of war and celebrates
the healing power of storytelling the summary and analysis in this ebook are
intended to complement your reading experience and bring you closer to a great
work of fiction

heroic young men carry the emotional weight of their lives to war in vietham in a
patchwork account of a modern journey into the heart of darkness

this collection of stories from vietnam war writer tim o briens paints a through
picture of the soldiers life in the vietnam war

this did not happen is a common refrain throughout the stories in the things they
carried tim o brien s account of the vietnam war purposely blurs the line between
fact and fiction to get closer to the truth of what soldiers actually experienced this
compelling volume explores the life of tim o brien and his attempts to wrestle with
the trauma and shame of war in the things they carried a collection of related
essays explore topics such as the moral complexity of war writing as a path to
spiritual redemption and the novel s portrayal of gender contemporary
perspectives on war such as the need to help soldiers suffering from ptsd and not
repeating the mistakes of vietnam are also presented

the perfect companion to tim o brien s the things they carried this study guide
contains a chapter by chapter analysis of the book a summary of the plot and a
guide to major characters and themes bookcap study guides do not contain text
from the actual book and are not meant to be purchased as alternatives to reading
the book we all need refreshers every now and then whether you are a student
trying to cram for that big final or someone just trying to understond a book more
bookcaps can help we are a small but growing company and are adding titles every
month

an arc of fictional episodes taking place in the childhoods of its characters in the
jungles of vietnam and back home in america two decades later

the original cliffsnotes study guides offer expert commentary on major themes plots
characters literary devices and historical background the latest generation of titles
in this series also feature glossaries and visual elements that complement the
classic familiar format in cliffsnotes on the things they carried you discover tim o
brien s powerful and innovative novel about the experiences of foot soldiers during
aond after the vietnam war drawing largely on his own experiences during the war
the author creates a fictional protagonist who shares the author s own nome and
allows this fictional tim o brien to relate disturbing war stories as he creates an
indictment against the wastefulness of war chapter summaries and commentaries
take you through tim o brien s very personal journey critical essays give you insight
into the novel s historical context the novel s narrative structure and the theme of
loss of innocence other features that help you study include character analyses of
the main characters a character map that graphically illustrates the relationships
among the characters a section on the life and background of tim o brien a review
section that tests your knowledge a resource center full of books articles films and
internet sites classic literature or modern day treasure you ll understand it all with
expert information and insight from cliffsnotes study guides
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the things they carried sparknotes literature guide by tim o brien making the
reading experience fun created by harvard students for students everywhere
sparknotes is a new breed of study guide smarter better faster geared to what
today s students need to know sparknotes provides chapter by chapter analysis
explanations of key themes motifs and symbols a review quiz and essay topicslively
and accessible these guides are perfect for late night studying and writing papers

quicklets learn more read less tim o brien is an american author who is most known
for writing on his experience serving in the vietnom war he was born in a small town
called austin in minnesota in 1946 he currently resides in austin texas where he
teaches at texas state university san marcos he earned his bachelor s degree in
political science from macalester college in st paul minnesota and attended
harvard after his tour in vietham he was drafted into the army and served in the
vietnam war from 1968 to 1970 other notable titles o brien has published include if i
die in a combat zone box me up and ship me home northern lights the nuclear age
and going aofter cacciato the things they carried is a collection of related short
stories about the vietnam war although based upon the real life experiences of
author tim o brien s time served in the war the title page of the novel refers to the
book as a work of fiction additionally o few of the book s characters show
similarities to characters from o brien s autobiography if i die in a combat zone box
me up and ship me home quicklets learn more read less

presents a collection of critical essays that discuss the characters themes and plots
of the composite novel

a study guide for tim o b rien s things they carried excerpted from gale s acclaimed
short stories for students this concise study guide includes plot summary character
analysis author biograophy study questions historical context suggestions for
further reading and much more for any literature project trust short stories for
students for all of your research needs

seminar paper from the year 2011 in the subject american studies literature grade 2
7 university of mannheim anglistisches seminar course in times of crisis
representations of war in american literature and film from the civil war to iraq
language english abstract in the book the things they carried by tim o brien the
narrator says that a good war story is never true he admits that nearly everything in
the book is made up after saying that it is true before however the reader learns
that not until the 7th chapter in which o brien the narrator tells the reader that
everything up to now has been invented similarly he leaves open if some things are
true or not even the narrator who is named like the author himself is made up and
has no or little similarity to the author e g the author o brien does not have a
daughter whereas the narrator o brien does reading the things they carried a
question keeps coming up again and again why does he do that why does tim o
brien the narrator constantly tell the reader that everything is made up it does not
maoke any sense the reader just gets confused in addition to this question i found
myself wondering if there was a clear difference between truth and fiction in the
book namely if you could say this is true and this is untrue and this is certain and
this is uncertain and if yes was it o brien s intention to draw this clear line or did it
just happen by accident of course one cannot know everything for certain and no
one can look into o brien s brain but you can make assumptions based on the
knowledge you have in my paper i will focus mainly on the aspect why the principle
of truth and fiction is used in the things the carried and which effects come out of
that i think this is very interesting because in my opinion this is the main aspect of
the whole book someone who reads it will not be able to stop themselves from
asking questions in their head the main process while reading is that you just keep
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asking yourself these questions again and again and you cannot find any answer to
them my goal however is not to find any answers but to try to explain this aspect
truth and fiction as a whole and to examine what it might contribute to describe the

vietnam war
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